
Battles which shaped 
the world 

Year 4 Spring 2

Through this theme the children will look at 
World War II, and the effect it had on the local 
environment around Orchard Primary School. 
They will look at how their familiar 
surroundings were used to help the war effort. 

As Geographers we will investigate the effect 
that World War II had on the local environment 
around Orchard Primary School, including the 
effect of bombing raids. We will use maps of 
the locality and other important places during 
World War II. We will discuss how and why the 
local area has changed over time.  

As citizens of the world we will look at how 
evacuees might have felt during World War II 
and why telling the truth is always important. 

As readers and writers we will look at the 
layout of play scripts, predict the ending of a 
play and answer questions based on what we 
have read. We will write our own play scripts 
and use stage directions to describe action.  
In our non-fiction unit we will look at how to 
evaluate evidence and write scientific reports. 

As Artists and Designers we will design 
propaganda posters based on those used during 
World War II. We will use collaging techniques 
to make pictures depicting The Blitz.  

As Historians we will try to understand how 
and why people were evacuated, and listen to the 
stories of those involved, being able to suggest 
causes and consequences for those people. We 
will look at well-known battles and what 
happened to the countries involved. We will look 
into how Hitler came into power and the effects 
he had on the world. We will have a special 
visitor and listen to an evacuee’s first-hand 
experience and how living through the war has 
affected their life.  
We will explore the changes to the locality of 
Orchard Primary School over time. 

In computing we will use the internet to 
research historical events and select appropriate 
software to display our findings 

Other activities to be covered: 

As Athletes we will ensure we are able to move 
around and control our bodies during 
gymnastics. We will also focus on how to use 
equipment safely and appropriately.  

As Mathematicians we will recognise and write 
decimal equivalents of any number of tenths 
or hundredths.  We will find the effect of 
dividing a one or two digit number by 10 or 
100, identifying the value of the digits in the 
answer as ones, tenths and hundredths. We 
will solve simple measure and money problems 
involving fractions and decimals to two 
decimal places.  We will also convert between 
different units of measure [for example, 
kilometre to metre] 

As designers and technologists we will follow 
recipes to create war time food. We will ensure 
all food is handled and prepared hygienically 
using appropriate utensils and ensure 
ingredients are weighed accurately, to the 
nearest gram.  


