
Disasters 
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As readers and writers we will create an 
argument about ‘Is air travel the safest way to 
travel?’ as well as creating a newspaper report 
for the day after the Titanic disaster. We will 
also complete some creative writing, taking a 
‘disaster image’ and using this as a stimulus 
for our writing.  

As scientists we will recognise that living 
things have changed over time and that fossils 
provide information about living things that 
inhabited the Earth millions of years ago. We 
will also learn that living things produce 
offspring of the same kind, but normally 
offspring vary and are not identical to their 
parents as well as identifying how animals 
and plants are adapted to suit their 
environment in different ways and that 
adaptation may lead to evolution.  

As citizens of the world we will explore how we 
can help others who have been impacted and 
affected by natural disasters. We will look at 
the work of different charities and the impact 
this work has on supporting people around the 
world after a natural disaster.  As designers and technologist we will design, 

build and evaluate a shelter that could be used 
in the event of a disaster. The children will 
research a variety of shelters, discussing their 
suitability, before using these and adapting 
them to create one to fit a brief – the shelter will 
need to survive in the event of an earthquake or 
flood. The children will use a variety of 
materials, measuring accurately and applying 
their knowledge of how to strengthen, stiffen 
and reinforce their structure.  

As artists we will explore the Roy Lichtenstein’s 
Whaam! and explosion work, discussing 
different onomatopoeic words to represent a 
disaster. We will look at examples of pop art 
explosions and replicate these, using a variety 
of materials to create texture, as well as using a 
variety of techniques learnt to add interesting 
effects. We will then use ICT to recreate comic 
explosions, focusing on the idea of shadowing.  

As Historians we will investigate the disaster of 
the Titanic, looking at how it was built 
initially and the class system, which was used 
on board. We will focus on the events of the 
night, which led to the tragic event. We will 
look at a variety of evidence from different 
perspectives of the people involved and the 
reasons as to why it sunk, before analysing 
these sources and debating who was at fault.    

As geographers we will investigate different 
n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r s , f o c u s i n g o n h o w 
earthquakes happen and using explain 
everything to record how earthquakes happen. 
We will also look at volcanoes and write a non-
chronological report about their structure and 
how they erupt. We will investigate tectonic 
plates and tectonic areas where earthquakes 
appear. We will investigate why people live there 
and the benefits of living in such a place as 
well as reading diaries for first hand 
experiences of earthquakes.  

As musicians we will look at video clips of 
natural disasters and listen to the different 
sounds as well as looking at images for 
inspiration. We will compose pieces of music 
using garage band, which reflect the mood and 
sounds from the video and images. 

Other activities to be covered: 

As athletes we will cover Hockey and 
Badminton. 

As learners of religion we will be engaging 
with prayers from different religions, 

traditions and worldviews and considering the 
impact of prayer on individuals. We will 

experience meditation/stilling/silence and 
mindfulness as a form of worship share our 
thoughts and reflections by writing prayers, 
responses or meditations suited to a particular 

occasion and tradition. 

As Spanish speakers we will be continuing 
with our work, looking at Spanish cities and 

culture and completing our project.  

English: 
Writing in a range of genres  

Maths: 
Algebra, Converting units, Area and volume, 

Ratio 

As learners of religion we will read Manu 
and the Flood and discuss the symbolism of the 
flood in the storm. Was the flood a good or bad 
thing? We will also look at the story of Noah’s 
Ark and discuss the similarities and 
differences between the two and reflect on the 
question of ‘Would either of these floods be seen 
as a natural disaster?’.   


