Orchard Curriculum
Intent, Implementation and Impact
Intent
The Orchard curriculum which follows the National Curriculum, changed at the start of the academic year 201819 to a cross curricular, thematic approach. Through feedback from children this approach has enabled them to
make links in their learning: “The links help me to recall my learning more. If I have forgotten something, I can
draw upon the previous lesson to help.” The intent of our Orchard curriculum is based on the vision of the school:
physically, academically and creatively fit for life. We have tried to focus on this when designing the curriculum
and have added new values (resilience, trust, resourcefulness, respect, reflection and integrity) for the children to
demonstrate. The safeguarding of pupils and British values are at the heart of the Orchard curriculum. Our
curriculum gives pupils opportunities to experience life in all its diversity, to gain knowledge, understanding and
skills that improve their personal development, behaviour and welfare and equips every child with the knowledge
and skills required for personal safeguarding. The introduction of the Jigsaw scheme of work ensures children’s
learning meet the statutory Relationships and Sex Education curriculum expectations. Through this learning,
children develop an understanding of age appropriate information, explore attitudes and values and develop skills
in order to empower them to make positive decisions about their health-related behaviours including mental
health.
At Orchard we are keen to ensure that reading is at the heart of the curriculum. Through high quality texts shared
in English lessons and a wide range of literature in theme lessons, the children have the opportunity to build high
quality reading and understanding skills. Daily sessions in all classes allows teachers to read books pitched to
develop children’s understanding and interest; this also supports children who are reluctant to read to at home.
Also in these sessions, children are expected to read independently, 1:1 to adults and out loud in class, all these
approaches ensures the child is confident when reading and develops their understanding of the texts. In
addition, audio stories and support from Learning Support Assistants, ensures the children develop a love of
reading. To increase the children’s interest in reading for pleasure, we introduced a ‘reading passport scheme’.
The aims of this scheme are to ensure children read a range of quality reading materials, ensure children are
accessing age appropriate texts and to increase parental engagement. Phonics is the very start to reading and
through interactive phonic sessions children leave Year 1 above national expectations. Children progress through
appropriate levelled books to practise their phonic knowledge. Children not achieving the expected standard in
the Year 1 phonics screening are tracked and supported throughout their time at Orchard, support sessions are
carried throughout Year 2 and KS2 to support children improve their phonics understanding.
Since we introduced our vision, PE has been a high priority and children experience different types of this each
day at Orchard. The daily mile track and Fitter Future sessions ensure children are physically fit for life. Our PE
curriculum builds on skills over the years and pupils get to put their learning into action. We take part in many
sporting events with other schools which help children understand competitive sports. We have gained the Gold
sports mark award by taking part in a wide range of sporting events. Orchard offers a variety of sporting clubs
which inspires and encourages an active life and love of sport continuing into their future.
We believe being creatively fit for life is vital to a child’s all-round education. At Orchard we have created many
opportunities for children to develop creative skills in different ways. Each class assembly is used to present the
learning from the class and allows the children the opportunity to be on stage and learn lines and our Year 6
classes perform in an end of year production. Lessons in art and design and technology are planned for to ensure
children’s creativity is stimulated in different ways. Further to this, Christmas productions provide children with
an extra opportunity to showcase these skills.
We want all children to be engaged in their learning so they make good progress. Our curriculum ensures that the
National Curriculum objectives are covered in a variety of ways and are revisited to further and deepen the
children’s knowledge in each subject.
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Our curriculum model, allows us to teach the learning in different themes. We believe it is important for the
children to see how learning is linked and how the skills learnt can be linked. We have found in the past that
many children at Orchard struggle to see these links so the teachers at Orchard plan and deliver the learning in a
cross curricular way. We also want the children to know the importance of the learning in each individual subject.
At Orchard, building a child’s cultural capital is vital, ensuring they develop skills and knowledge needed to
succeed in life. Through a broad and balanced curriculum, we believe the wide range of experiences the children
have at Orchard prepares them well for their futures. School trips are planned so they enhance the learning in the
different themes.
As part of the curriculum planning and inline with the Agora Learning Partnership Children’s Pledge, teachers plan
to allow children a variety of possibilities each year. Linking off site visits to places such as the local Lincolnsfield
Centre to learn about our local area in World War II or other learning experiences outside of school such as:
Cheslyn Gardens, our local church Christchurch, Mead Open Farm, Woburn Safari Park and Celtic Harmony are
vital to enrich the children’s learning within the theme. Our residential trips in Years 5 and 6 allow children the
possibility of outdoor adventurous activities at Gilwell Park and learning about a contrasting locality on the Isle of
Wight. Events planned for in school further the children’s experiences, these include theatre group productions,
maths challenge days, Play in a Day and swimming, these all ensure the children are physically, creatively and
academically fit for life. When designing our curriculum, we looked beyond the classroom and have tried to
include as many different experiences as possible. These take the form of in school and after school clubs
including Mad Science, Apex Dance, Shogun Karate, Fun with Colours art club, French club and keyboard and
violin lessons.
The Orchard community is a very diverse one and we believe it is important that our curriculum reflects this. We
strive to achieve equality and diversity in the curriculum. Our aim is simple; all pupils should have access to the
same learning and have equal chances to succeed while learning from and about other religions, beliefs and
cultures. In our curriculum this is achieved in many ways for example, through a diverse RE curriculum, looking at
different religions and cultures and inviting people of different faiths into school so children have opportunities to
meet and learn about different religions. At Orchard we strive to ensure our curriculum reflects the cultures,
histories and values of all ethnic groups and teachers are encouraged to plan lessons in themes they teach
relevant to pupils’ own experiences and reflect their cultural heritage. Lessons should reflect the cultures and
experiences of the different communities in the school.
Developing the children’s curiosity and interest in the world is something we build on from the children’s starting
point in Early Years. Through the different themes, and subjects within the themes, teachers create a love of
learning about the world. Using the National Curriculum as a basis, teachers are encouraged to ‘branch out’ and
engage the children in furthering and deepening their knowledge of the world.
Furthering and deepening the children’s knowledge in each subject is vital to ensure the children are ‘secondary
ready’. We want children to apply their previous learning to new challenges and build their resourcefulness and
resilience as well as further and deepen their understanding of specific skills. Children are encouraged to
question, make links, reason and problem solve to build independent learning behaviours.
Children at Orchard thoroughly enjoy learning in a thematic approach and we believe that our current approach
creates and establishes links in the children’s learning.
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Recovery Curriculum
As part of the school’s provision provided during lockdown, the children received 3 live lessons daily to try and
replicate the school timetable as much as possible. We had 98% attendance during the lockdown and the online
learning was received well both by children and parents. However, we are aware that live teaching online is no
substitution for learning in the classroom; similarly, some lessons / milestones did not translate to being taught
effectively remotely. During the lockdown, teachers RAG rated the milestone coverage, not only for if they were
able to cover the learning but also if the milestone was taught how effective the learning was. If the learning
outcome was deemed to be not as expected or not able to be taught, the milestones were mapped into the
remaining curriculum on the children’s return or moved to the next year group. We ensured the sequence of
learning continued and that future learning of knowledge and skills only happened when the foundations were in
place.
In addition to altering the sequence of the curriculum we also understand the importance of specific intervention
to support needs identified when the children returned. We did use the National Tutoring Program (Summer
2021) in addition to well planned and mapped intervention delivered by LSAs. Tutoring was successful with Third
Space Learning being used to deliver the maths support and Tute for English tutoring. Attendance for Third Space
Learning was excellent as we were able to deliver this in school. Attendance for Tute did vary as this was
delivered after school. In response to this we felt that the best way to use the Recovery Premium was to use
School Led Tutors. We were successful in recruiting three tutors being able to deliver tutoring to 13 groups of 3
children starting in January 2022. Teachers have used gap analysis from summative tests along with teacher
assessment to identify the children in most need of the intervention. Still running in conjunction with the School
Led Tutoring, teachers are identifying gaps in learning and mapping specific interventions being delivered by LSAs.
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Implementation
To implement our curriculum, we use the National Curriculum objectives in conjunction with high quality
resources and schemes that allow us to personalise our teaching to the needs of our pupils. Subject leaders ‘3i’
document and their mapping of content enables teachers to create medium and short term plans as well as
theme overviews which supports parents’ understanding of their child’s curriculum content.
In addition to subjects taught following the Chris Quigley thematic approach, some subjects use other schemes of
learning.
Maths: White Rose
English: The Write Stuff
PE: Complete PE
RE & PSHE/RSE: Jigsaw
Music: Charanga
Spanish: Language Angels
Computing: Teach Computing
Despite schemes of learning being used in these subjects, leaders and class teachers also incorporate learning in
many of these subjects into their themes each half term.
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The following table outlines how our intent is implemented throughout the phases in line with our school
vision, values, British Values, safeguarding, diversity and culture.

Vision

Area of Intent

Phase

Implementation

Whole
School

Daily Mile
Fitter Future
PE Lessons x2 weekly
Walk to school Week
Sports week inc competitive sports day

EYFS

Yoga Session, Tumble Totts
Fine Motor Activities
Nurse Visits
Spilt PE Sessions
Dance Workshops
Healthy Eating Topic
Climbing Equipment for Chil
Go Noodle

KS1

1&2 – Yoga (Cosmic Kids)
1&2 – D&T Healthy Eating
2 – Multisport event
2 – Dance Workshop
2 – Cricket Workshop
2 – Go Noodle Fitness
2 – Athletics festival
2 – Gymnastics festival (from next year)

KS2

Partnership Festivals:
6 – Cricket
6 – Athletics festival
5 – Fun run
6 – Hockey
Girls’ & Boys’ Football Club (After School)
Netball Club (After School)
Rounders / Cricket (after school)
3 – Healthy Heroes
3/4 – Kwik Cricket
4 – Indoor Athletics
4 – Dance festival
4 – Gymnastics festival
5 – Swimming weekly
5 – Bikeability
5 - Tag Rugby
5 – Gilwell Park (OAA)
5 – Watford FC Move and Learn
6 – Swimming catch up
6 – indoor athletics

Physically Fit For Life
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Whole
School

Broad and Balanced Curriculum
Thematic Curriculum Approach
Home Learning
Targeted Intervention
World Maths Day
World Book Day
Safer Internet Week
Maths Scheme – Varied Fluency, Problem Solving and
Reasoning
Working Walls
Information Displays in Class
DFE Passports
Monthly Maths Challenge (Newsletter)
Reading Passports

EYFS

Phonics daily
Social Skills / Independence lessons
Child Initiated Learning at the heart of the curriculum
R – Mead Open Farm Trip
N – Theatre Trip

KS1

Adapted curriculum built on children’s interest
Daily phonics
Timetable Rockstars (Times Tables)
1 – Woburn Safari Park Trip
2 - RE Workshops – Pentecost & Easter
2 – Bracknell Discovery Centre Visit (Science)

Academically Fit For Life

KS2

Times Too (Times Tables)
3 – Celtic Harmony Trip (Stoneage)
4 – Lincolnsfield Trip (WWII)
5 – Harry Potter Studio trip
5 – Theatre Workshop
6 – Chromebooks for home learning
6 – History Museum
6 – Magistrates visit
6 – knife crime talk
School Led Tuition
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Creatively Fit For Life

Whole
School

Class Assemblies
Weekly Sharing Assemblies
Art and Design Curriculum Milestones
Music 10 Pieces / Music choices in assembly
Charanga Scheme of work
Spanish week – Every 2 years
Dance Curriculum (PE)
ICT Skills – used creatively through other subjects /
themes
Christmas Art Competition
Creative Home Learning (Beyond English and Maths)
Art Week / Creative Week
Cooking – taught through themes

EYFS

Creative Resources in Child Initiated Learning
Free Access to paint and craft
Role Play Area
Music Lessons
Christmas Nativity

KS1

2 - Christmas Production
Class Assemblies
Christmas Craft afternoon
History through drama workshops – 1 and 2

KS2

4 - Christmas Production
5 – Play in a day
5 – Mayans workshop
6 - End of Year Production
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Resilience

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Trust

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Resourcefulness

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Respect

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Reflection

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Nurturing Environments
Independent Skills – dealing with knock backs
PSHE – not giving up
Coping with Distractions
Coping with Tests inc SATs
Merit Certificates – Sharing Assemblies
Competitive PE – coping with loss
4 – Inventors and Inventions theme
5 – Space Race theme
6 – Bright Sparks Theme
Consistency with Adults
Stranger Danger
Team Work Through Sport
Group Work in all subject
PSHE – Honesty
Dogs’ Trust Workshop
NSPCC workshops
Varied Resources – taught to be used safely
Maths Manipulatives
Outdoor construction and loose parts.
Building Zone – outdoor learning
Junk Modeling
Class Jobs / Roles
Problem Solving in Maths
Design and Technology Curriculum
Use of IT including PCs and iPads
World Maths Day inc KS1 & KS2 Workshops
House Captains and School council
Monthly Maths Challenges
Consistency with interaction between adults and
children and children and children
Behaviour Management
Class and School Rules
Worry boxes in classes
Sharing Assemblies – Listening to Others
RE Curriculum – respecting other faiths and religions
PSHE weekly lessons
PSCO Visits
5 – Play Leaders
6 – Democracy Talk, Magistrates visit, (Crime and
Punishment Theme)
Reflecting on Learning – ‘we are doing this because…’
Look back through journals and experiences
Developmental Marking and Feedback
Editing Work
Evaluation of Work
RE Curriculum
Prayer / Reflection at the end of assemblies
4 – English Scheme (Dilemmas Unit)
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Integrity

British Values

Democracy

Rule of Law

Individual Liberty

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Circle Time
House Points
PE – Children becoming Referees
Play leaders
6 – Crime and Punishment Theme
6 – Magistrates Visit

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Class Voting
School Council Voting
House Captains
Parliament Week
Pupil Voice – Subject monitoring
4 – Clash of the Titans Theme (Ancient Greece)
6 – Crime and Punishment

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Behaviour Management
PSHE Rights & responsibilities
Class Rules / Routines / Charters
Local MP & Mayor of Watford
Houses of Parliament trip
Parliament week
Magistrates Visit

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Seeking help when needed
Next step / developmental marking
6 – Suffragette Lessons
6 – Rich and Poor Theme (Children’s Rights)
School council and House Captains
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Mutual Respect

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Acquisition of Knowledge and
Understanding

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Safeguarding

Diverse Experiences

EYFS
KS1
KS2

RE Curriculum
Assemblies – Values
Assemblies – Sharing
Comments box
Listening to others – show and tell

Parental Involvement – Varied Cultures
Different Cultures through stories
Outdoor Learning – using the school grounds
including the garden
In School Visitors – RE (Watford School Trust, Soul
Survivor, Local Magistrates)
MFL – Spanish
Class Trips:
N – Theatre Trip
R – Mead Open Farm
1 – Woburn, Cheslyn Gardens, Local Park
2 – Bracknell Forest, Local Church, Pantomime
3 – Celtic Harmony
4 – Lincolnsfield
5 – Harry Potter Studios, Gilwell Park Residential
6 – Isle of Wight Residential, History Museum
EYFS - Pre Teaching New Topics
Nursery - Wellcom
Reception – WNELI
Broad and Balanced Thematic Curriculum
Varied Vocabulary through Theme and English
Curriculum
Gap Analysis from Tests
Milestone assessments
Use of IT to further understanding in theme
Use of the School Library inc Librarian
Historical Enquiry – Theme Lessons
In class, Information Displays
Science Investigations
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Behaviour Skills

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Diversity

Equality and Diversity in the
Curriculum (inc EAL provision)

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Culture

Personal Development Skills

EYFS
KS1
KS2

Learning from and about other
Religious Beliefs and Cultures

EYFS
KS1
KS2

EYFS – Focus of Autumn Term
Cleanliness – importance of keeping clean
1 – Pants Lesson
Protective behaviours
Parent Evening Discussions
Transition Day – Visiting New Classes / School
Safer Internet Week – Staying Safe Online lessons, Cop Lessons
Next Step / Developmental Marking
6 – Distraction Training
6 – Own Locker Keys and Chromebooks (for the year)
6 – It’s Your Move – Secondary Transfer Workshop
NSPCC workshops
5 – Bikeability
5 – Road Safety Workshop
DFE Passports
Agora Children’s Pledge
EYFS – Teaching Sharing
Circle Time – Rules and Expectations
PSHE curriculum
Supporting Parents through teacher discussions inc
Parents Evening
Time Out / Behaviour Policy
House Points
Merit Certificates
Star of the Week
Use of the PCSO
RSE Curriculum (Jigsaw)
EYFS – Home Visits
Range of diverse resources
Cultures represented in images
RE Curriculum Varied Religions
Visual Aids around School
Word Mats
Assemblies – Celebrating Festivals Throughout the
Year
Inclusion for children with physical disabilities
PSHE similarities and differences
Celebrations in different religions
RE Curriculum
PSHE similarities and differences

11

Orchard Curriculum
Intent, Implementation and Impact
Impact
The impact of our curriculum is evaluated both formatively and summatively through data collection, book
monitoring, displays, pupil voice, discussions with staff, looking at planning and outcomes, lesson observations
and also photos and videos of practical work. Teachers are able to use these different forms of assessment to
inform future teaching and to create opportunities to address misconceptions. We use Arbor as a system for
analysing data and progress, to enable us to provide targeted interventions (see intervention maps) for children
who may not have made expected progress, or children belonging to vulnerable groups. Pupil Progress Meetings
are held termly to consider the need for interventions to further challenge and support where necessary. Cohort
Action Plans are completed by teachers to track concerns among groups of children and extend others with their
learning. This is updated termly to measure success and next steps. Subject leaders are also able to monitor data
for their subject area to track trends across various groups to help inform action plans and the areas of support
needed within their subject. All monitoring is shared with the Senior Leadership Team.
We are also able to monitor the impact of our broad and balanced curriculum through means other than
academia. Our pupils leave The Orchard Primary School physically, academically and creatively fit for life and can
demonstrate our values of respect, integrity, resourcefulness, trust, resilience, reflection.
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