Through this theme the children will look at
the history of a favourite treat. They will find
out about how it was discovered and who
brought it back to Europe from Mexico and how
it has developed into the product they know
now. They will learn about historical peoples
(Aztecs and Mayans) and their lifestyles and
beliefs and the importance of cacao beans to
these people.

As geographers we will use maps and atlases
and globes to locate places of the world that
Cacao grows in and why.
We will look at trade links created by the Aztec
people of the past.
We will locate areas of the world where they are
famous for chocolate production and
exportation and find out about their localities,
such as Belgian chocolates.

As design and technologists we will look at a
range of chocolate products available today. We
will taste a variety of chocolate and compare
tastes and textures. We will then design and
make our own chocolates.
As nutritionists we will discuss the question Is chocolate healthy or not? We will relate this to
the Aztec and Mayan beliefs and those of past
European societies. We will look at how ideas
have changed and why.
As artists we will explore Mayan and Aztec
art themes and create our own pieces in a
similar style.
We will use wrappers as a collage material to
create art work and we will use our
observational skills to sketch existing wrappers
before designing our own.
We will explore using cocoa powder as a
painting material.
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As historians we will find out about the
ancient Mayan and Aztec civilisations and
how they used the cacao beans within their
society.
We will investigate the discovery of chocolate
by Cortes and Columbus and how they brought
the cacao back to Europe and also how it has
developed into the chocolate we know today.
We will discover how chocolate production in the
UK led the Quakers to set up working villages
to improve working conditions and lifestyles.
In Music we will listen to music from Fantasia
and discuss pitch, tone, rhythm and beat and
tempo.
We will create our own pieces of music to go
with our image of our chocolate planets.
As theologians we will look at the Aztec beliefs
and those of Quakers and compare them. We
will relate this to Symbols and Actions and
Beliefs and Practices.
We will explore the questions – How do different
religions say thank you to God? and What
makes a place holy? (relate to our places of
worship).
We will visit a Quaker meeting house and find
out about how their worship and place of worship
differs from other Christian faiths.
As mathematicians we will use our knowledge
of measures and scales to weigh out
ingredients for our chocolates.
We will create nets to make our wrapper/box
designs.
We will explore calculations using cacao beans
as money.

As authors and poets we will write our own
chocolate poems.
We will explore explanation texts and write our
own. (Unit 6 L&L)
We will write imaginary and descriptive pieces
based on clips from Charlie and the Chocolate
factory.
We will explore Fantasy stories, settings and
characters and write our own based on a
chocolate planet.
As a class we will hear read, Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl.

As scientists we will look at plants, the
conditions needed for healthy growth and
germination. We will look at the life cycle of a
cacao tree and identify the parts and their
purposes. We will compare the cacao tree to
plants of the UK and our local environment.
We will plant seeds and bulbs and investigate
a plant needs.

In Computing we will create a booklet for our
explanation texts and research where chocolate
comes from using the internet.
We will use paint programs to design our own
wrappers.

As citizens of the world we will explore the
question – Fairtrade or not? We will discuss
what Fairtrade means and the differences this
makes to people’s lives.

In P.E we will create dances based on Aztec and
Mayan culture.
We will explore ball games played by the
Aztecs.

